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laden with presents.    On the whole, it is one of the
happiest days of the year.

" On this festive occasion, the son-in-law is invited to
spend the day and night at his father-in-law's house.
No pains or expense is spared to entertain him. When
he comes in the morning, the first thing he has to do is
to go into the female apartments, bow his head in honour
of his mother-in-law, and put on the floor a few rupees,
say five or ten, sometimes more, if newly married. The
food consists of all the delicacies of the season. ... If
this be his first visit as son-in-law, he finds himself
bewildered by the abundance of preparation. Many
are the tricks employed to outwit him, and in their own
way the good-natured females are mistresses of jokes
and jests ; and nothing pleases them better than to find
the youthful new-comer nonplussed. This forms the
favourite subject of their talk long after the event.
Shut up in a secluded zenana, quite beyond the influence
of the outside world, it is no wonder that their thoughts
do not rise above the trifles of their own narrow circle. . . .
Ample presents of clothes, fruit, and sweetmeats, are
sent to the house of the son-in-law." *

3. Asarha.

The festival of this month is the Rath Jatra, or Car
Festival. For fifteen days after the Snan Jatra, Jagan-
natha remains invisible to the public. It is supposed
that by the exposure when bathing he caught cold and
has been suffering from fever during the days he was
hidden. At Puri, this is the time for cleaning and
repainting the image, which, with the offerings of his
worshippers, has become covered with dirt On this
day the deity is placed on a ponderous car and dragged
to the temple of another god, with whom he remains for
* " Hindus as they are," p. 90.